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Chapter 1 


Introduction 


A* The Polygraph Examiner Manual sex’vcs as a reference guide 
for; FBI polygraph examiners. It outlines general policies/ 
procedures/ guidelines and formats to be utilized by FBI 
polygraph examiners . 

1. Polygraph is accepted as a valuable invesLigative 
tool within the FBI and polygraph community throughout the 
federal government , As with any discipline, established, 
standardized methodologies must be implemented to assure proper 
application. The procedures in the FBI Polygraph Examiner Manual 
detail polygraph standards as approved by the FBI and generally 

t alight by the Defense Academy fox Credibility Assessment (DACA) 
through the Departii^ent of Defense, 

2. To ensure standardization consistent with the unique 
requirements of the FBI, the procedures in the manual should be 
followed aa closely as operational requirements allow. These 
standax'ds will help to ensure that the polygraph technique is 
utilized in the most professional manner possible while 
maintaining an effective invest igative aid* 

B. Classification, 

All i.nformatlon contained herein is classified/ except where 
shown otherwise. Appropriate security should be provided and the 
information set forth in this manual is not to be released to any 
unauthorized agency or individual. 

C. Changes and Amendments, 

It will be the responsibil ity of the FBI Polygraph Unit to 
incorporate changes and amendments as they occur via the 
polygraph Unit’s shared drive. Any questions regarding the 
contents of this manual should be refex’red to the FBI HQ Polygraph 
Unit at (202) 324-298S, 

D. Definitions. 

1- Polycrraph Exandnation ; A process that encompasses 
all activities that takes place between a polygx'aph examinex' and 
an examixiee during a specific series of interactions. These 
interactions may include the pretest interview, the use of the 
polygraph instrument to collect physiological data from the 
examinee while presenting a scries of tests / the test data 
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analysis phaae, and the post test phase, which may include the 
interrogatioxa of the examinee, 

. „p j2.1y<n^a ph fe amination : A polygraph 

examination conducted to resolve a specific issue, e.g., 
criminal, espionage, sabotage, or source validation. 



4, £gj^ y ; gr , a ph. » Someone who has successfully 

completed formal education and training in conducting polygraph 
examinations and is certified by his/her agency to conduct siach 
examine t ions . 

p olygraph Report ; A polygraph document that may 
contain identifying data of the examinee, a synopsis of the basis 
for which the examination vaa conducted, the relevant questions 
utilized, and the examiner’s conclusion, 

, ,^ 1 . w emen t Sfru ctu^: 1 






chapter 2 


Quality Control 

A* Scope. 

This guide establishes the essential eletnents ior Quality 
Cuatrol (QC) within the FBI. 

B. Background. 

The purpose of FBT QC is to ensure standardisation in the 
conduct of polygraph examinatioiis adniinistercd by FBI Kxaminers. 
FBI QC procedures for the technical supervision of polygx*aph 
Examiners ensure ethical, protessional , and technical standards 
are ma int a i n cd , 

C. Administration of FBI OC. 

1- QC Program : The FBI Polygraph Unit has designated 
that all opex'ationai and program polygraph examinations are QC'd 
by either a FBI HQ Polygraph Supervisor or the Regional Manager 
respousiblG for the polygraph examiner within their respective 
region. 

2. Techgioal SmervisiQn of Polygxanh Exami ner-.^ r I H 


d. QC Biipervifiion ; The FBI QC of polygraph examinations 
is under the supervision of the Polygraph Unit Chief who acts as 
the Polygraph Program Manager . 

QC Personnel : QC procedures are accomplished by 
designated, experienced, supervisory Polygraph Examiners. 

a. Personnel assigned resi.)OnBibili ties of FBI QC have 
demonstrated the requix^ed competency to act ao a certified 

Po i ygr ap h Exam i n e r . 

b. FBI QC personnel have a gx'ade level commensurate 
with their authority, responsibility/ and technical abilities. 
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, , ^ i. y „Q,Q ; FBT QC px*ocedure55 are 

xiidj^^pencient and objective, without: undue influence of the 
original Kxaminer or other sources. 

i2C..,.,E^.viW: All polygraph reports, technical 
aocumerits , and charts undergo a QC review to ensuro satisfactory 
tracing quality and correctness of the rendered opinion. 








Q£. m Y i ^ VI t Each completed polygraph 

examination will contain a summary report (FD--4 98) wich a 
designation by the QC Reviewer that a QC review of the 
exam inat ion has been completed. 


H. Polygraph Approval Procedures, 



. /• Mpn - M<n ^ n ,i_§ fcxa t i ya Ma 1 1 a r s : The Aeaiscant: oi rev.tor 

in ChargG/Special Agent in Charge, or pcrsoiia acting In that 
capacity, for polygraph examinations in connection with an 
ongoing non-administrativc. Bureau investigation. 


. ^ r^ 1 , - • I'hc Assistant Dix*actox' in 

Charge/Specxal Agent in Charge, or persons acting in that 
capacity, with the concurrence of tl:e Polygraph Unit Chief, tor 
polygzaph examinations In connect ion with an ongoing non- federal 
criminal 1 nvest igat ion. 
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8, All requsst-s and approvals for operational polygraph 
examinat ionc , as well as a copy of the final report for all 
polygraph examinations miist be dotuiueated in the substantive case 
file in which the exam iy conducted* Filing to the substantive 
case file should be performed after the test has been QC’d. Once 
the examination has been QC*d by a Polygraph Unit supervisor or 
the final polygraph reports will be forward electronically 
to the examiner who conducted the examination. It is the 
responsibility of that examiner to provide the documents to the 
case agent for uploading to the substantive case file. 










Chapter 3 

Defense Academy for Credibility Aaaessment 
Quality Assurance Procedures 


A* Scope. 

ibis chapter explaini=j the Defense Academy for 
Asceasmcnt (DACA) } Quality Assurance Program 

{QAP} , 


B . Background . 


In order to implement federal 
assxjraace standards, federal polygraph 
DACA developed the QAP. 


min i jnum qii a 1 1 1; y 
program managers and 


C. Responsibilities. 

DACA is TBsponsihle for maintaining a QAP, The QAP 
should inspect the procedures of all federal polygraph 
agencies to ensure that ethical, professional and technical 
stauaards are maintained. 


D. Standards. 

The QAP inspections will be based upon Uie standards 
established in the Federal Polygraph nandbook and FBI 

Manual, which include the policies and procedures 
establ ished^ by the FBI. The scope of an .inspection may be 
expanded only upon a request fz'om the inspected agency. The 
scope ot an expanded inspection shall bo agreed upon 
beforehand with the program manager. 


E, Inspect i o.i i B-pr ma t . 





3 ' Bxj t Brief ing ; A draft report will be provided to 
the FBI dviring an exit briefing at the completion of the on- 
site inspection by the QAP Inspectors. 


F, inspection Report, 


i- Re s ponse to RecOEimendati ons : A f inal report of 
inspection will be fox'warded to the FBI Polygraph Program 
Manager, The Polygraph Unit Chief currently holds this 
position. The irlspBct^d agency shall respond, in writing, to 
the Director, DACA, to regommendations noted in the final 
inspection report . 


2, Final Disposition - Concuz rence : In those instances 
wherein the QAP inspectors and the inspected agency concur 
that all recommendations have been satisfied, the compliance 
with these standards will be attested to, in writing, by the 
Director, DACA. 


3, Final Dispooition - Honconcurrence : In those 
instances in which the QAP inspectors and the FBI do not 
co-iicur on the findings of the Inspection, the Issxies of 
disagreement will be forwarded through the Director, DACA, to 
the Polygraph Unit Chief with a copy to the FBI Section Chief, 
Internal Security Section, Security Divi sion, FBIHO. 


G. Re- inspection . 

When necessary, a re- inspect ion will occur within six 
months, unless specifically declined by the agency. 


H. Biennial Inspections. 

The QAP inspectors will review the FBI polygraph 
program QC procedures biannual ly. 


I , Persormel . 









Chapter 4 

Test Qxiestion Construction 


A. Scope. 

This guide establishes essentidl elemeiits for test 
question construction for the FBI. 

B . Background , ' 

A teat question is a specifically designed question posed 
to an exatninee during the data collection phase of a polygraph 
examination. Test questions are designed to maximize differences 
til the elicited response patterns between truthful and deceptive 
examinees. There are several types of test questions used In 
polygraph testing. 


Quest! on Typcfi. 








Chapter 5 

Test Data Analysis 


A, Scope, 






6 . 

examination 


Infox'mation regarding the 

- be provided to any interested party. No 
result is considered final until it has been quality controlled 
(QCyd) by the appropz-iate polygraph manager. 


7, Whan submitting the polygraph report for QC review, 
the examiner should ensure that an appropriate electronic score 
sheet is also included. 
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Chapter 6 


A. Scope, 


FB! Modified General 
, Qtiestion Teat 






FBI Acquaintance (ACQT) Test 


A. Scope, 

This guide establishes essential elements for the conduct 
of the FBI ACQT test. 


B , BacKdround , 






Chapter 9 
Criminal Teetiag 


A. Scope. 

Thih? section estcibl ishes guidelines for conducting 
opercit tonal polygraph exaniinatlons in support of the FBI 
polygraph program. 


B . Background . 






6 . Only Bureau polygraph examinera are to be uood in FBI 

cayuB , . 

7, It is highly recommencleci that I’BI language opecialists 
be utilized as translators when required. 

I). Legal Repr'eaentation of Examiueea, 

In crxTttinal matters, if x^equested, the examiner may 
discuss the examination with the examinee's attorney. Though not 
encouraged, the attorney may observe the examination, if the 
t a c i 1 i f. y ha s t h at capacity. The a 1 1 or xa e y is not 
allowed in the room where the examiuatioa is being conducted. 

F. Pretest Intei-view. 

During the prextest interview in criminal matters, the 
following items, at a mixiimum, are to be covered with the 
examinee . 

The examinee will be advised.; 

1 . Of his or her legal rights in accordance with 
established FBI policies using an FD-39b (Advise of Rights) 
foxm. Both the examinee and the examiner should sign the form. 
Tlie form should be witnessed when operationally feasible. 


2. That the examination will be conducted only with the 
examinee’s consent . An FD-328 (Consent to Xxxterview with 
Polygraph) form should be reviewed and signed by the examinee and 
the examiner. 

3. When completing the the examinee should be 

advised whether the examination room contains any observatloii or 
recording devices, and whether the conversation or exam will be 
monitored or recorded. The appx-opriate boxes should be checked 
on the form to document any monitoring or recording. 
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4- The examinee should be adviced ot the matter to be 
addressed during the examination. All teat questions are to be 
reviewed with the examinee prior to the administration of the 
exam . , 

5« The final examination report should identify and 
describe the consent forms in the body of the Polygraph 
Report (FD«498) . 

F. Reporting Procedures. 

The following procedures shall apply in reporting the 
results of the polygraph examination: 

X , The report , to include the FD- 4 97 , FD-* 498 ^ 
numerical ana lysis worksheet , consent forms , any written 
statements and all charts; should be forwarded el ectronically to 
the appropriate Polygraph Supervisor or Regional Manager within 5 
working days following the completion ot the examination for 
quality control (QC) review. 


2. The mandatory forms for all criminal testing are 
the FD-497, Fl)-'498, FD 328, numerical analysis worksheet, any 
statements, and all polygraph charts » Those items should be 
forward for QC to FBIHQ or the appropriate Regional Manager in an 
electronic format. Once the QC process is complete an Adobe 
formatted package containing the FU-328, FD-498, and any 
statements will be sent electronically to the examiner who 
conducted the exam. Hard copies of the documents should provided 
to the case agent for inclusion in the case file* The 
electronic PDF folder should be uploaded to 7vCS* 

3. If an FD-302, coxifession or supplement to the 
application is prepared in coniuirction with the polygraph report, 
the text of the statement, verbatinu should be ixieluded. in the 
FD-498. Any “hard copy'' documents obtained during a criminal 
examination should be placed in an FD-340 (lA) envelope and 
maintained in the field officer where the examination was 
conducted. 








Chapteir 10 


For©ig:a Countar 
Intelligence Testing 

National Foreign 
Intelligence Program 









Chapter 11 

P«rsonnel Security Polygraph Program (PSPP) 


A, Personnel Security Polygraph (PSl^) , 

The PSP is a counterintelligence (Cl) focused polygraph 
of any on --board Bureau ox-' non-Bux^eau perwonnel (or IridividualB in 
post ax^plicant procesfilny) who have access to FBI iulorinat ion . 

n. Purpose. 

The purpose of the PSPP is to augii^ent the FBI personnel 
security process by way of conducting Cl focused polygx'aph 
examinations of all Bureau and non-Bureaxi personnel with access 
to acHDitivc and/or classified FBI information or pragrams , 

C. Personnel to be Tested. 

All Bureau agents, support employees and non-Bureau 
perBonnei, contractors and stato/local/f ederal rcpresontatives 
having access to sensitive aud/or classified FBI information or 
programs are subject to a PSP. 

D . Reciprocity . 
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FIMV7 (Rev. 3 2U'02) 


POLYGRAPH EX 




TION WORKSHEET 


Date of RojttJil 

1 Examination Dutc 

lixamsner 


MM/DD/VYYY 

i MM/DD/YYYY 

Examiner Name 


CaseFDr^ 


Lwation of Lxdmiratton 


Case NuiTiber 


liocation of examination 



l-xttmmmionRcqucjfkd By 

FBIHO. 


Examnlec Naimc(Last, MidjJk> 


Examinee Name [_ 


T><Hc uf Birrh 

JMM/DD/YYYY 

Ht' 

HT ( 5 ' 8'')1 


Plase ol Bijth 

Place of birtlx 


wr 


Sex 

Ajffi 

SSH 

M;«rOl Status , 

WT 

190 

(Male) 

(52) 

XXX-KK-XXKX 



Current Address 

Pitone Number 

xxx-xxx-xxxx 


X*{ C y RJ«S r.X J'Oil VBliiifi 

Note previous 

exams and the resxxlts 


tlotcst p'— ’1 i — ^ 

□ Ves H 

liducatioR (Total Years 

) (Decrees Obtaiiicd) 




HiqhOPt. Level . 

I.ict highest level of education 


□ 



- 





Fed. History: | 


Access to C’lacs. Xriio, : 


Its 










■ ■ ■■ ■^».« pe eX- 4 


Mede r i fTa t med ic^ fc lone ' the'"' 
employee ie taking) 


Me^Ichl (I^oodV^'' ^ 

poor, etc) 


Sleep'; (ex; 9 
hre) 


AtTOJts/Conv ictkms 

(KX: List any artests and/or tonvicLione. 


Criminttl 

l-Cl/ndl 

Appiic^rit 

Ol"K 


PSP 

wnsf-c; 

Outside Agency 


OX /13 /2010 liuw\n l;25 pm TtmcOul 2; 20 pm 

Date Time In Time Out 

Date Time in Time Out 


Numhpr of'Se’^ie.s 
Numbt'i ot Cl Wits 
Insiu; «c»M Tyfw f 


FBI MGQr 


NDI /DI/INC Series! 


Other 


iotal 


Serial Number 


JTc- Test Admisstuu □ 
Po.si-Test .'Vdmission Q 


Conuiients' 


Exrtmin^ttan Results 
Series III 


Series IV 


Additiftmi JnJWrmtioa Obtained? Q Yes No 


Pre-Tesi Confession [~) 
Post- rest Conicsston Q 


Sci iC5> V 
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FD 498 

Rtfvisicd 

Q 2 ^ 03 - 2 W 


FEDia^l?fffmHAU OF iNVi:STI(JA lTON 

POLYGRAPH REPORT 


POLYGRAPH RESULTS 


yOH PgiHQ USE OiNLY 


S«rl€» Typ«: 




Rc-Tcat: 


□ (Yw) 


Countermeasures strongly _ 
suspected or cotttlimed: [j (Ves) 


Rtcommend 
no further testing: 

(Yes) 


□ 


REVIEWJCP BY: 


BATK; 



Dale of Rcixirl 
MM/nn/YYYY 

Dale of Exaiiiiriation 
MM/DD/YYYY 

Case ID# 

Case number 

Examiner’s Name ( i itie First Last) 
Examiner Name 

Field Oildcc^geiicy i 

Icquesting Bxamination j 

I Authorizing Official ' ' 1 

pate Authorized 


F BTUO ^ 

I'xainjn ec * s ( I /dst^FIFs? ” afd fe) 


Pi X factor, FB X 




CSsTTItlcr 


bate of (xxx7xx/xxxx) 

MM/DD/ YYY Y XXX XX ~ XXXX 


C3/X6/20C1 


Case/Uxam ioatian Synopsis : 

Th i G examination waa cond u c t ed i n conr e c t i o n wi t h the FB I * a pex^a o une 1 
security polygraph program. The foX lowin g relevant v£ueat.lurm were a.sked 
during the examination tor I ' ' -| ^ 


The rest:lts of this examination are located in the header o£ this report. 
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rD-497 (Rev. 3-20-02) 


POLYGRAPH EXAMU^ATION WORKSHEE 1 


Date of Rr|KJtf 

Examination Uttt« 

__.J 

Exam liter 

Cm lu # 1 

Location of ExamiriatKjn 

fixanunation Requested l.ly 

FBIHQ 

l;xamir!i«e Nome (l.a.st., Kiisi^ Maldle) 

Date «f Birth 

Plikce of Birth 

Hi wr ' 

ikx ^ Age SSN Marital ,St«itei 

Current A JUjikss 

Wione Nijfnber 

Picvious ExamimiJon 

Retcrt f— -» 1 — 1 

□ Yes U No 

CUuatUon (Total Years ) (Deejees QblauwU) 


tniij>ii>yment. MUItarj 


HcoIth/'lvIcdicatiQn 


An csts/Co«v ielivai 


Cnm nal 

□ 

PSP □ 

Dale 

i Hnc In 


rone Out 

t-CI/lLR 

□ 

wnsBC (3 





Applicant 

□ 

Outside Agency (~J 

Dixie 

rime In 


'firnc (fut 

UPR 

n 


Date 

rime In 


rime Out 


KB! MrK^T P07 UOw Totol 

Niinthcr of Series 


Number of Chaits 

}a\t.mme»« '{yj-i*-- Senol Number 

Hxiimmation Kesuit# 

) )Scrt<ps 11 i^fnesUl Series iV SeiicxV 


Addit<o«aJ lniorrtis:aion Ubtauncd? | j Yes |_J No 

rm'-TesrA<lmjssio« Q Puvl psr Contewion Q 

Past-Test AiJnjission Q F«wt-Tcsi Confcffsion I H 

Oimwriits 

COMPLETE ALL PORTIONS OF THE PD-497 


L. ^ 
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CHAPTER 13 
Courx t e rme as ur e D 


A . Scope . 

This portion of the handbook discusser cateqories, protocols 
and reporting formats for suspected or confiruied countermeasures (CM) . 


B, Countermeasures Defined. 

1, CM are those deliberate techniques a subject uses in an 
attempt to appear nondocoptive when physiological responses are being 
monitored during a polygraph examination. The technxques may be used 
by ttie deceptive examijioe to defeat the x>oly 9 ^^ph, or to help ease the 
nervousness of the non-dcceptive examinee. 


CATEGORIES : 







CHAPTER 14 

Applicant Polygraph Testing 

A. Scope 

This guide establishes the parameters for conducting 
applicant te^sting for the FBI* 

B ♦ Background 

Applicant examinations were authoriz:ed and implemented by 
the FBI Director in March of 1994* All candidates for FBI 
employment must successfully pass the FBI’s applicant pre- 
employment polygraph. 


C. Tasting 





Appendix 

A. 

B. Alternate Relevant Q^iestions 

C. Serious Crime Reference Sheet 

D. Espionage and Terrorism Reference Sheet 

E. Sample FO-497 

F. Sample VD-49B 
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Appendix C - P8I Polygraph 
Pre-test Review of Serious Crime Question 
Applicant Examination (Suitability Seriaa) 






kSIMREI' 


Appendix D 


FBI Polygraph 

Pre»tsat Review of Espionage and Terror! sm Questions 
Personnel Security Examination and Applicant Examination 

(Security Series) 






FD-497 (Rev. 3-20-02) 


^>8#5^S^T 

POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION WORKSHEET 


Dale nf Report | 

Exammatton Date 

Examiner 

Case IJT ^ \ 

twutiofi ox*l;x4{iriitati4>n 

taammation Requested By 

lixaitiince Name (East, First, Middle) 

D*uy of Dinh 

Pluee of Birth 

irr wr 

Sex Age SSN Mariial Status 

Current Addicss 

Phone Narabor 

PrftvKiiis Exainnwtion 

*'**’• □ Y« n N« 

Education (Total Years HI>e^ces Obtained) • 


i smptoy ment/Mi htary 


Hculth/NictiHuttion 


Arrc5is/Co«v icuww 


Criminal 

n 

rap □ 

Di«e 


1 line in 


T ime Out 

FCI/TER 

□ 

wnsFC □ 






ApplK'.imt 

□ 

Outside Agency [j| 

Date 


Turn.* In 


Time Oui 

OPR 

□ 









* 

Dm 


Time Irt 


Time Cut 



FBI mi 


Odwr 

Total 



NumlHT of Series 








Number of ChiVts 


losfnim«!nv Type Serial Niunbei 

fc’xanimauon K£sult$ 

Scries I Series II Senes IJI Series IV Series V 


Uilonnution Obtained? Q Yc$ [_J No 

Pre Ttsi AdniissMjo Q] Pre-Test Confcwion jj”) 

Post test Admissioijf [3] Post-Test Confession Q 

Comments 
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KD-498 

Revised 

04-2S-20U9 






FEDEt®0S^ OF INVESTfGA'nON 

POLYGRAPH RE POR I 



Re*Tcslr 

Q(Ycs) 

CountermBaiures strongly 

suspected* Recomihend 
flo further testiiig: 

0®*> 


• RjEVlKWfcPBY; 


Date of H ejx) i1 t Dale of F xaminat ion Case I D # 


DATE 


Examiner’s Name (Laal, First) 



FrcIcF 0 :fficb//V ' tefuesTmglESn^^ 

FBIHQ ^ ^ _ 

tixanimee’s Name (l^astTPirst, K^lkltileJ^ 


\umonzmg Otricml 
Director, FBI 


(mm/dd/yyyy) 


>aU? Authdriiseo 

03/01/1994 

^SK"'{xXX%XX"XXXxT 


Case riile: 

APPLICANT ' B NAME 

BUAP - SPECIAL AGEmi/SUl^PORT/CONimCTOR 
PRB EMPLOYMENT POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION 

DIVISION 

Case/Examination Synopsis: 

Thxo applicant is seeking- employroent with the FBI and has agi'eed to 
'undergo poVygraph Lew ting as part 
focus uf this oxamlixation invol — 










TRANSCRXBS WRITTEN STATEMENT 


The results ot this axami nation are located in the header of this 
report * 


74 














Addendum 

Federally Approved Polygraph PrograitiB 






